HOMEWORK POLICY

Study
While it is not the only function of Mt St Patrick, academic education has a high priority. As students mature and progress through the College they will be expected to assume more responsibility for their own education. This responsibility should be met by way of homework and set study.

Homework
Rationale 
Homework is an integral part of the learning process. Homework not only reinforces work learned during class lessons but provides an opportunity for independent learning.

All students are expected to do homework each day. The quantity and type of homework will vary from subject to subject, and homework will not be set for every subject every day.

· All students are to have their diaries with them in each lesson so their homework can be written down.

· We strongly recommend that lessons for the coming day be recorded in the diary before the start of each day.

· All students should be encouraged to spend some time reading every day.

TYPES OF HOMEWORK

Homework may take various forms. Some of these include: ​

· Revision or review of work done during the school day

· Preparation for tests and exams

· Preparation for classes (reading / research)

· Completion of work not completed in lessons

· Working on assignments and assessments tasks set for completion over a period of time  

THE ROLE OF PARENTS IN HOMEWORK

Parents are encouraged to take an active interest in the amount of homework set and when it is due. They are also urged to support and assist but not to complete homework.

If a student is having trouble completing homework in the time suggested, parents should write a note against the homework in the diary.

RECOMMENDED TIME SPENT ON HOMEWORK

It is generally believed that an average student, with good personal organisation of time and resources, should spend on average a maximum of:
· Year 7

30 mins to 1 hour per night (approx 4 - 5 hours per week)
· Year 8

1 to 1 1/2 hours per night (approx 5 - 7 hours per week)

· Year 9

1 to 2 hours per night (approx 7 - 10 hours per week)

· Year 10
1 ½  to 2 ½  hours per night (approx 10 - 12 hours per week) 
· Year 11
2 to 3 hours per night (approx 15 hours per week)

· Year 12
3 plus hours per night (approx 15 plus hours per week)

Assignment Schedule

An assessment and assignment schedule for each year level will be published in the fortnightly Newsletter and given to each student at the beginning of a new semester.

Study and Revision
In addition to daily homework, students should also develop a timetable for systematic study and revision.  Making summaries, writing paragraphs, and practising exam questions are among the strategies that should be used. Regular study will help students to develop a mastery of their subjects and a sense of perspective in their studies, as well as ensuring that they are well prepared for examinations and class tests.

Homework Not Done
If a student does not complete an assigned task on time, without adequate reason, or if a student submits work that is sub-standard, then the teacher will write a note in the Student Diary or a Junior Notification Form (Tick-a-Box) will be sent home with the student.

Parents are asked to co-operate with the teacher by signing the Diary or letter and responding in the space provided if it is deemed necessary.

There will be occasions when students are unable to do their homework and we ask parents to send a brief covering note to explain the situation or make a notation in the student’s diary.

