Jesus the Jew

by Arthur Zannoni

i vou ever wonder whuat Jesus
reatly lfooked like ? What was
the color of his har? What

//
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color were his eves ' How

much did he wergh?” How tull was he?
While these are all interesting questions.
we cannot really answer them. But what
we do know s that Jesus was Jewish.

Jesus was not a Christtan. He did not
g0 to Mass on Sunday: he went to services
on the Sabbath (Saturday). He did not go
to church: he went to synagogue. He did
not speak Greek or Laun or English: he
spoke Hebrew and Aramaic. He had a
Jewish mother. which means he probably
iooked a lot like other Jews of his day,

Shavuot (Feast of Weeksi, Sukkot (beast
of Tabernaclesy and Passover (the Seder),
His earliest tollowers all were Jewish. Jesus was a deeply fath-tilled and a
No one addressed him as tather, pastor or protoundly committed Jew of his day,
reverend. But he was addressed in all Untortunately, many of us. despite our
ikehhood as rabbi tieacher). He did not reliorous education and upbringing, have
write or read the New Testament, for it T
, : . .o notunderstood the importance of ou
was composed after his death. He did read , . N
the Hebrew Scriptures. what Christians having a ~ohid h;mkgmuﬁd ”‘] ‘j?“hh 4
call the Old Testanient. rehigious. soctal and polinical history
He never recited the rosary. chanted o vrder to truly understand Jesus. The
hany . or used a modern praver hook. purpose ot this Lpdate s 1o explore the
Rather. he recited the Psalms: he died with Jewish roots of Jesus and Christranity,
ancon hes ipss R BRG T 0OMy God,
my Godowhy have vou forsaken me ™
~Psabny 22000 He did noteelebraie
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Chrsstmuas or Faster, e celehrged



Jesus thé Galilean Jew

ests was not an urban Jew but a
rural Palestinian Jew whoo along
with his tamily. hved in Gabiiee. in
the northern part ot the country.
Galilee was a very small rural secuion of
ancient Palestine. In Jesus™ day. Galilee

Fhese vitlases were made up ot the am
fran arers chnown i those davs as “the
people of the land™ the tarmers and the
poor who were the primary receners of
the Gahilean Jesus™ preaching. teaching
and healing. This area was overwhelm-
igly Jewish. It was both the sotl Jesus
trod and the home of his origmal aposties.

was divided into an upper and lower
region. The tower region where Jesus
Jdwelt was a very rich valley that went
from the Mediterranean to the Sea of
Galilee, a distance of about 25 miles. You
can walk from Nazareth to the Sea of
Galilee in about three hours.
Among the important villages of this
region in Jesus® day were Nazareth and
Capernaum. Nazareth, Jesus™ hometown,

was a small agricultural village in the very

heart of rural Galilee. The village's popu-
lation was made up of tarmers and a few
artisans. We know from Luke’s Gospel
that Nazareth had a synagogue. which
Jesus attended. [t was there that he read
from the Isamah scroll (Luke 4:16-30).

("apernaum, located north of Nazareth
on the Sea of Galilee, appears to have been
the center of Jesus” activity during most of
his public life (Mt 4 12-13). [t was a
commercial and agricultural center with a
customs house. Capernaum had a syna-
gogue in which Jesus both healed and
taught (Luke 4:31-37)

Questions

1 Jesus was not a Christian.
What was he? Where did he
worship?

2. How was Jesus addressed?
3. Why didn.t Jesus read the
New Testament? What
scriptures did he recite?

4. List the three Jewish feasts
Jesus probably celebrated
(give Hebrew name and

meaning.)
0o
O
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5. Jesus was a Palestinian Jew.
He lived in Galilee. Describe
this region.

6. Why is Nazareth important?
Describe this place.

7. Why is Capernaum
important? Describe.

8. Translate am ha aretz.
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