Activity Messages in Parables http://ri.bne.catholic.edu.au/ree/RE/CLT/Pages/Modules.aspx

Students listen to and discuss some selected parables to uncover the message of the text. Some recommended parables are provided below. 
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An extensive list of parables can be found at the following websites:

www.rc.net/wcc/readings/parables.htm
www.just4kidsmagazine.com/rainbowcastle/parables.html
www.churchschools.co.uk/subscribers/cw/afparables.php
Students create a Storyboard ( showing the visual elements (word-pictures) of the parable. Students share ideas about why people in the parables may have reacted in certain ways. Students discuss whether the actions exhibited are right or wrong. The following character cards might be helpful is this task. Students select a card, identify the character and the parable in which the character appears. They elaborate on the actions of the character and the meaning of the parable.

Character cards

[image: image6.png]



Farmer in the Mustard Seed Parable
Shepherd in the Lost Sheep Parable


Father with Lost Son
The Lost Son returns

Matt. 13:31-32	Parable of the Mustard Seed


Jesus told them another parable: “The Kingdom of heaven is like this. A person takes a mustard seed and sows it in the field. It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it grows up, it is the biggest of all plants. It becomes a tree, so that birds come and make their nests in its branches.”





Luke 15:3-7 	Parable of the Lost Sheep


Then Jesus told them this parable:�"Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?�And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbours together and says, `Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.'�Jesus said, "In the same way there is more happiness in heaven because of one sinner who turns to God than over ninety-nine good people who don't need to."








Luke 15: 11-32	Parable of the Lost Son





There was a man who had two sons. One day the younger son came to his father demanding, "Father, give me my share of the estate. I want to use it for myself".�"You are so young, my son," his father said. "I never thought you were going to leave us so soon".


�"Father, I want to be my own master," the stubborn son kept saying. What could the father do then? So he gave his younger son his part of the inheritance. Not long after that, the younger son set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. After he had no money left, his "friends" who liked to live on other people's wealth, left the poor guy on his own.��He began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to the fields to feed pigs. The poor guy felt such hunger that he longed to fill his stomach with the cornhusks that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. "How could I come to this! How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will go back to my father. I will ask him to make me one of his hired men, for I am no longer worthy to be called his son". So he got up and went to his father.�


During all that time the loving father had been waiting for his younger son's return. And one day he was watching the road closely, hoping that he would see his son. And all of a sudden, while the son was a long way off, his father saw him and ran to him!�His son said, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son..."My son, I have been waiting for you so long! I am so happy that I can put my arms around you again!" the happy father replied, hugging his son. "Welcome back home! Servants, quick! Bring the best robe for my son! Let's have a feast and celebrate. I am so happy, for my son is found! He will stay with me forever".
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